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USED OIL COLLECTION & REUSE SYSTEM - Why Collect Used Oil? State law (LB1257) banned disposal of waste oil in landfills beginning September 1, 1994. 

It’s estimated that 5,000,000 gallons of used oil are generated in rural Nebraska each year. There is a need to prevent the soil, surface water, and groundwater in Nebraska 
from possible contamination of used oil. Tragedies of Oil Pollution - The Environmental Protection Agency reports that used oil is responsible for approximately 40% of the 
pollution in rivers and streams. A gallon of used oil can ruin a 1,000,000 gallons of fresh water -  a year’s supply for 50 people. Used oil that is impropertly disposed of on 
roads, along fence lines or released into the air through burning is a pollutant because tox metals such as lead, cadmium, and arsenic are released into the environment. The 
oil can also contaminate surface and groundwater. For every gallon of oil that is discarded another gallon must be purchased from a dwindling and ever more precious world 
supply. Even the smallest amounts are important. Where Does The Collected Used Oil Go? Used oil can be used as a fuel resource. One gallon of used oil can be used to gen-
erate 98 kilowatt-hours of electricity according to Santee Cooper, a utility company that burns used oil in South Carolina. Used oil has nearly twice the energy-producing value 
of coal. It’s also a valuable resource when cleaned of its impurities and re-refined. Several national brands have been successfully marketed as premium recycled motor oils. 
Recycling used oil back into clean lubricating oil takes only from 1/2 to 1/4 as much energy as refining from crude oil. What Will Be Accepted?  Spent:1)oil from gasoline and 
diesel engines 2)refrigerant lubricating oil 3)lubricating oil from aircraft reciprocating and jet engines 4)hydraulic fluid 5)heat transfer fluids 6)transmission fluid and 6)Cutting 
Oils What Will NOT Be Accepted?  1)Spent antifreeze 2)Brake fluid 3)Solvents of any kind 4)Any used oil with water. What Can You Do?  Make sure to collect your used oil in 
clean, empty and sealable containers. Take uncontaminated (free of water, anti-freeze, etc.) used oil to your county’s oil collection facility!  When is the Collection?  The First 
and Third Saturdays during the months of April thru October. Where? At Agri-Coop Time? Between 10 am and noon Where can I take the items that are not acceptable? To 
the Hazardous Waste Collection What is Household Hazardous Waste? Household hazardous waste (HHW) are products found around the home that are considered:  * Flam-
mable  * Toxic * Corrosive * Reactive   the average home can accumulate as much as 100 pounds of HHW per year. HHW can be found in all areas of the home including the 

kitchen, bathroom, garage, workshop and garden area.  Why Collect Household Hazardous Waste? Certain types of HHW have the potential to cause physical injury to 

sanitation works, contaminate septic tanks or wastewater treatment systems if poured down drains or toilets. They can also present hazards to children and pets if left around 
the house. If disposed of improperly, household hazardous waste can contaminate: * Air * Soil * Surface Water * Ground Water * Wastewater Treatment Systems * Septic 
Tanks.   What Can You Do To Be Safe? 1) Use and store products containing hazardous substances carefully to prevent any accidents at home. 2) Never store hazardous prod-
ucts in food containers. 3) Keep products in original containers and never remove labels. Corroding containers, however, require special handling. Call the Holdrege Area HHW 
Collection Center or the Fire Department for instructions. 4) When leftovers remain, never mix HHW with other products. Products that are incompatible might react, ignite, 
or explode. 5) Remember to follow any instructions for use and disposal provided on product labels. What Will Be Accepted? Auto Products: brake fluid, deicer, lubricants, 
sealants and more…  Inside the Home Bleach, cleaners, degreaser, disinfectants, lighter fluid, and more... Pesticides / Pet Care Animal repellant, fungicide, herbicide, insecti-
cide, flea & tick control, stain/odor remover and more...Landscape / Yard Fertilizer, lawn care, swimming pool products, and more.. Home Maintenance Paint, stain, varnish, 
paint, thinner, stripper, adhesive, and more…  WHAT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED? *Ammunition and explosives *Asbestos *Fire extinguishers *Electronics *Radioactive materials 
*Fluorescent lights, ballasts, capacitors. And where can you take those items?????  Good question.   
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The City Council voted to rescind the previous council decision to move forward with a Downtown Revitalization (DTR) Grant. Lori Ferguson with South Central Economic 
Development District said the focus this year for a DTR grant was ways to assist low to moderate income and the changes the City and Downtown wanted to accomplish 
would fit more with the Blight and Substandard goal. The goal of the DTR grant could change to Blight and Substandard as early as next year and then the Council will revisit 
the grant application.   

Update from your City Administrator, Doug Wilson 
   Back in February, we talked about getting street lights installed from 10th Street on north to the City limits. We are finally very close to completing this project. You may remember the hurri-
canes of last year?  Normally we all don’t think that hurricanes affect us clear up here in Alma Nebraska. However, in this case they did!  With all of the hurricanes last year, a lot of street lights 
were blown over and / or bent and broken. That being the case, street light poles are still hard to get as so many were damaged in those storms. We had been told to expect the poles we need 
to finish the project around the first of July.  Now that date has been pushed back to late August. So, with a little luck we will be able to see the lights soon thanks to this cooperative effort be-
tween the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT), Nebraska Public Power District, and the City of Alma. 
   Also in February, we told you about a “flashing speed limit traffic sign” the City of Alma was looking to purchase. We again worked with the Nebraska Department of Transportation, as what we 
wanted to do had not been done before and was not allowed. You may have seen pole mounted signs that display your speed and indicate if you are speeding or not. Some towns and cities have 
installed such traffic signage.  You may have seen this type of traffic signage mounted on a little trailer parked along side a highway. These were owned by the NDOT. What Alma wanted was to 
have one of the portable ones that we could use at the entrances of Alma and around the City. It was felt it would be more cost effective to have one and move it as desired rather than purchase 
several that remained in one spot. NDOT, did not have regulations on how a City could use such a unit on state highways, however they felt it could/would be beneficial to allow it. So in order for 
this to happen, they had to write a set of rules and regulations to fit this situation. NDOT did research, they discussed it, they reviewed it, and then they made it happen! 
   We are happy to say that Alma was the FIRST City in the State allowed to utilize a mobile traffic sign on a State Highway. We ordered our sign and you may have seen it parked on Highway 183 
across from the Republican Valley Animal Center, slowing traffic down coming into town from the north. The sign will show your speed and if you are speeding it will flash that speed to you. We 
realize it will not slow down all speeders, however in watching the sign and traffic, we have seen many vehicles slow down to the speed limit. We will be moving the sign around Alma and it does 
have other functions that can be utilized when the City crew is working on the streets. 
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Have you noticed a change in the RV Park? This spring, the road through the RV Park was “armored coated”. It’s a small thing but we 
really think it improved the road. If the City continues to armor coat it, it will end up like Dick Brown Drive, which is a lot better than a 
gravel road! The City also armor coated north Lincoln Street. The road used to be maintained by the County but became the City’s 
responsibility after the 2016 Annexation. It too has been improved and will only get better with time. Another street that was in need 
of major repair was 10th Street. It has been armored coated twice. Check them out and see what you think!  Streets improved?  

      DRIVING BY THE SCHOOL ON HWY 136—PLEASE SLOW DOWN—  THE  

 FLASHING  YELLOW LIGHTS INDICATE THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT IS 20 MPH.   

C.R.A.K.E. ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING 

The City of Alma will be cooperating with the 
Nebraska State Patrol to offer CRAKE “Civilian 

Response to an Active Killing Event” on Tuesday, 
August 21, 2018 at 10:00 AM at the Alma City 

Auditorium.  This training will be free of charge, 
last approximately 1 ½ hours, and open to any-

one wishing to attend.  This training will focus on 
what you should do if you’re in an active shooter 

situation.  We all think something like this will 
never happen here and maybe it won’t, however 
it would be good information to know what you 
must do if you ever find yourself in this type of 

situation.  If you are a business we realize it 
would be hard to send all employees to this 

training, maybe you can send one person who 
can tell other employees what they learned.  If 
you are retired or on vacation, maybe you can 

attend and tell other family members or friends 
what you learned.  The more information we all 
have, the better for all of us.  Also, by attending 

the training it is a good way to meet law enforce-
ment personnel and say “hi” and “thank you” for 
what they all do for us.  Hope to see you at the 

training.   If there is enough interest we will look 
into having another training at a later date.    
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Alma Hide-N-Seek Game 
Are you ready to test your knowledge skills of Alma, Nebraska again?  The City of Alma 
has hidden, in plain sight, 10 things that many people do not know about Alma.  Play our 
little “Alma Hide-N-Seek” game for a chance to win a $50.00 credit on your Alma utility 
bill.  You will need to answer 10 simple questions.  The answers can all be found either at 
the physical area the question concerns or on ALMACITY.COM.  The “Alma Hide-N-Seek” 
game will be posted on the official City website ALMACITY.com on August 13, 2018 at 
9:00 AM and found in the City of Alma Newsletter. 
 
Rules and guidelines: 
 1:  Open to residential customers of the City of Alma only. 
 2:  Must be connected to City of Alma utility services. 
 3:  Commercial accounts are not eligible.  
 4:  City of Alma employees and/or immediate family are not eligible. 
 5:  Form must be filled out completely and returned to the Alma City Hall, either by hard 

copy, or email to cityadm@almacity.com 
 6:  Entry forms will be available at ALMACITY.com or at City Hall. 
 7:  Contest begins August 13, 2018. 
 8:  Winning entry will be drawn from all correctly answered eligible entries received 

by August 22, 2018. 
 9:  Drawing will be held on or about August 22, 2018. 
10: One winning eligible entry will receive a $50.00 credit on their City of Alma Utility 
       bill. 
11: All decisions are final. 
 
Any selfies of the entrant, taken at one of the sites that has a question tied to it, will be 
posted on ALMACITY.com  Please send all selfies to cityadm@almacity.com 
Account number __________________ Contact number ______________________     
Contact name:  ________________________________________ 
  

1: The Hoesch Memorial Library opens daily at 10:00 am (Tuesday – Saturday).  How 
many chairs are normally at the public computer table? 

      A:  4    B:  5 C:  6  

2:  The City of Alma’s Gas Department uses natural gas that has a chemical additive to aid 
in the detection of natural gas leaks.  This chemical (Mercaptan) smells like rotten 
eggs.  What color are most natural gas meters painted in Alma? 

      A:  the color of the house or business 

      B:  white 

      C:  grey  

3:  The City of Alma utilizes an Alert System to notify people of important information.  
How many windows are on the front of City Hall, not counting the door? 

      A:  1                                 B:  2                                     C:  3                          D: 4  

4:  The City of Alma’s solid waste pickup service asks you to please remember to recycle.  
Recycling trailers are located on South Street and behind KJ’s Cafe.   Please flatten all 
cardboard boxes to make more room in the trailers.  What color is Alma’s sanitation 
truck? 

      A: red                                            B: white                                        C: blue 

5:  The City of Alma always uses the same format for the City Council Agendas.  What 
time does the City Council meeting normally start? 

      A:  1:00 PM                   B:  7:30 AM                       C:  5:30 PM               D:  7:00 PM  

6: The Harlan County Veteran’s Memorial is located by the Alma City Park.  Gary Wheeler 
maintains the memorial.  How many benches are there to sit on? 

      A:   2                               B:   4                                   C:   6                           D:   none        

7:  The City of Alma Water Department encourages the conservation of water.  The Alma 
water tower is painted ________? 

       A:  silver                                                                     B:  red and white 

       C:  blue and white                                                    D:  green 

8: Where are the City of Alma’s “Notice of a Regular Meeting, City of Alma, Nebraska” 
posted?  ____________________ 

      A:  Hogeland’s Market, US Post Office, & Short Stop 

      B:  US Post Office, Trustworthy Hardware, & Hogeland’s Market 

      C:  US Post Office, City Office, Hogeland’s Market, & Trustworthy Hardware 

      D:  US Post Office, Hoesch Memorial Library, City Office, & Hogeland’s Market 

9: The Alma Municipal Golf Course is a 9-hole course that is open to the public.  The road 
that takes you to the golf course is? _____ 

      A:  Putt Putt Lane                            B:  Dick Brown Drive     

      C:  Third Avenue                              D:  Birdie Drive    

10:    There are  _____ Stop Signs on Carlyle street?  

      A:  Two                                           B:   Three                                  C:   Four                         

A LITTLE BIT OF THIS AND A LITTLE BIT OF THAT... 
   If you are receiving this newsletter, it is because you either reside n Alma, have prop-
erty in Alma, or have the address of Alma, NE 68920. The administration of the City of 
Alma, since 2006, determined the “City” should keep people informed about ALMA. 
Since I am the City Clerk, I have been selected to write this newsletter. I do use infor-
mation from past newsletters and the reason I do is because it is information that 
bears repeating.  It’s important for new residents to know and for seasoned residents 
to be reminded.  Especially if you are a gas customer. When you see the gas infor-
mation in the newsletter, read it, cut it out, memorize it. Natural gas is an efficient 
source of energy to heat your home. The City is the only gas supplier for the City of 
Alma. As a gas supplier, we are required to educate you about gas safety.  Please take 

the time to read the information and keep yourself educated. It’s 
also very important that anytime you are going to dig for any 
reason, please call Diggers Hotline “811”. The City and any other 
utility will come mark where they have lines buried. Remember 
to give them 48 hours notice before you plan to dig. 
   Each year the gas department hires a company to conduct a 

survey by phone. It was just completed in July. We appreciate you taking the time to 
complete the survey. It indicates how knowledgeable our customers are about natural 
gas.  Should you have any questions about gas, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
308.928.2242.  We are happy to answer any question. 
   The newsletter also repeats City Ordinance information regarding snow removal, 
licensing your dogs, nuisance violations and also 
where you can park in the residential area.  Does 
anyone remember this drawing from a past news-
letter? Hopefully you find it helpful.  Most streets 
are not marked.  It applied throughout the residen-
tial area.  
   Who pays for the Fireworks during the 4th of 
July??  The Chamber is in charge of ordering the 
fireworks and the City contributes $6000 each year 
which is about the total cost. The Alma Chamber pays for the liability insurance for the 
day (about $1700) and the Orleans Chamber kicks in too! The Alma Chamber is also in 
charge of the parade, Best Road Race by a Dam Site, and “Art in the Park”. It takes a 
lot of people to make the 4th of July happen!  Thank you to all who make the day such 
a great event!!! 

   Monday, August 13th is the last day the POOL will be open 
this year.  Please get in as much swim time as possible!! 
Thank you everyone for making this the best year yet! We 
have had lots of sunny days to take advantage of our beauti-
ful pool. 
    
   In June, the City Community Forest was inventoried.  The 
Nebraska Forest Service sent 4 foresters to Alma and they, 
along with several volunteers from Alma and a lovely couple 

from Gering who are tree lovers,  inventoried every tree that was on public property 
such as trees on the walking path, at the golf course, on the terraces (the area be-
tween the street and the sidewalk (or where a sidewalk should be), downtown in the 
business district, City Park, and the corner of First Street and Jewell Street. The report 
has not been forwarded to the City as of this date but it is expected any time. The in-
formation will be used by the Tree Board and the City Council to determine the Ash 
tree situation. Should the City try to save an Ash tree that is currently in excellent con-
dition, or budget money to cut down ash trees that are in bad shape in an effort to 
minimize the effect of Emerald Ash Borer. The report should help the Tree Board rec-
ommend the type of tree to plant. What kinds do we currently have, the age, condi-

tion, variety? Are there several trees that need to be cut down, if 
so, could the City work with a tree service to give the City a good 
deal and offer the same price to residents of Alma who also have 
trees that need to come down?  
   The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) is fully under 
way. Four applicants have had their homes inspected and their 

applications will be reviewed by the Housing Rehab committee. The Housing Rehab 
committee has been in existence since 2004 when the City was awarded their first 
Housing Rehabilitation Grant. They have been called back into action and have been 
very supportive in the City’s efforts to assist homeowners with improvements to 
homes which in turn improves the housing stock in Alma. Over $200,000 in assistance 
will be provided. Some applicants, based on several factors, may receive a loan at 2% 
interest or a 0% interest loan. Both loans have up to a 20 year term or they may re-
ceive a grant with the total amount forgiven over a 5-year period in monthly incre-
ments. The program will provide assistance to at least 8 citizens with a maximum 
amount of $25,000. The loan payments are made to the City, and the funds are kept in 
an interest bearing account and can be used for other rehab projects in the future.  
The current balance from the prior project is over $16,000  and will be used towards 
this project. 

Mosquito situation in town seems to be so much better since the City pur-
chased their own machine. Thanks Travis Dunse!  You are doing a wonder-
ful job.  
   Did you know most of this information can be found on your City’s web-
site?  ww.almacity.com Check it out!  The City’s website will have a new 

look in the near future. Hope you find it user friendly.  
   The City of Alma has a Fair Housing Ordinance that is designed to prohibit discrimi-
nation in housing. It Is the declared policy of the City of Alma that all persons shall 
have an equal opportunity for housing, regardless of sex, race, color, handicap, reli-
gion, national origin, sex or marital status of the person maintaining a 
household, lawful source of income, age or ancestry. The ordinance is 
deemed an exercise of the police powers of the City for the protection of 
the welfare, health, peace, dignity and human rights of the people of this 
City. For more information regarding Fair Housing, please visit https://
www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/online-complaint 
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CITY OF ALMA 

SUMMER READING IS IN THE BOOKS… 
 If you brought your children in on Wednesdays, or even if you just came in to get a book or DVD, you were 
aware that “Libraries Rock”. We haven’t stopped rockin’ but the Summer Reading story times have come to an 
end and the party is over. A total of 45 children completed their 25 day reading challenge and then were given 
an Honor Book to check out and a prize at July 18th party.  As they completed each 5 days of reading they re-
ceived coupons for food treats from five Alma businesses – Main Street Variety, Dragonfly Desserts, Dairy 
Barn, KJ’s Restaurant, and Short Stop. They also received a prize at the party and finished up with an ice cream 
cup, courtesy of Hogeland’s Market. Thanks to these businesses for helping encourage reading. 

During the five weekly sessions for each of the age groups (3-5 year olds & K
-3rd graders) Mrs. Michelle Fritz and Mrs. KerilLeigh Shriver lead the children in various activities helping them cel-
ebrate how music and   reading could both make them happy and improve their lives. Through books, games, mu-
sical experiences and STEAM activities, the children interacted with music and sound in a wide variety of ways. 
Elena Merrick and Marcy DeJonge from the Harlan County Extension Service also presented a session on music 
and listening to sounds in nature and foods.  
A Grand Prize, pictured here, was drawn for this year. Keri Anderson, owner of Keri’s Kreations, embroidered 
“Libraries Rock! on a book pillow she made as the grand prize for the random drawing of all those who    complet-

ed their reading logs. Congratulations to Dawson Bieghler of Phillipsburg, KS. who was the winner of this.   

NEW ITEMS 
New Honor Books titles that were given for children and young adults who completed their Summer Reading log sheets include Kiss It Better, Never 
Play Music Right Next to the Zoo, Hammer and Nails, Groovy Joe: Dance Party Countdown, Pete the Cat: Rock on Mom & Dad. Others include Just a 
Little Music, Magic Puppy: Spellbound at School, Farmer Herman & the Flooding Barn, Eugenia Lincoln and the Unexpected Package, Just Dance, 
Ranger in Time: Journey Through Ash and Smoke, and Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard: The Hammer of Thor and many others.  
We have been adding many adult titles that may interest you. These include The Good Fight by Danielle Steel, Double Blind by Iris Johansen, Charles 
G. West’s No Justice in Hell, and Stuart Woods’ Turbulence.  
Also added to the collection are The Patchwork Bride by Sandra Dallas, The Pharaoh Key by Douglas Preston, and Unbridled by Diana Palmer. In 
new non-fiction you will find The Smear: How Shady Political Operatives and Fake News Control What You See, What You Think, and How You Vote 
by Sharyl Attkisson. 

PHASE 2 IS COMING! 
HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED AUGUST 18 TO AUGUST 24 
Many of you remember that we were closed nearly a week in May when we got the first phase of new carpeting laid in the work area and computer 
area. Now we are planning to get the next phase done. The library will be closed all day on Saturday, August 18 to box up the books in the adult fic-
tion section. We would appreciate all the help we can get with this daunting task, so call and let us know if you will be able to help. The more hands 
helping, the quicker the job will get done. 
Then on Monday, August 20, we are recruiting strong, able-bodied friends and patrons to help us disassemble the shelving in that middle   section 
of the library, and move bookshelves, the bound newspaper shelves, and table and chairs to another area. Of course, we will also need people to 
help move the furnishings back and re-shelve the books on Thursday, August 23 and Friday, August 24.   

CENTRAL PLAINS LIBRARY SYSTEM NEWS 
The Central Plains Library System is one of four non-profit corporations established by the Nebraska Library Commission to provide access to im-
proved library services through the cooperation of all types of libraries and media centers within the counties included in each System area. Their 
Mission is to assist libraries and media centers in meeting community needs by serving as an advocate for        libraries through facilitation, training 
and consultation. 
The Central Plains Library System annual meeting was held July 18. Hoesch Memorial Library has one Board member, Tony Anderson, who has 
served nearly 2 terms (and 2 before that). At this year’s    annual meeting he was elected Vice President. Doris Brandon, one of the two Hoesch Me-
morial      Library Board members who attended this annual meeting was nominated and elected to the CPLS Board, and will serve for the next 4 
years. Don Jardon also attended the meeting. 

LIBRARY HOSTING LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE CLINICS 
What could motivate Nebraska young people to write letters? A great story and the opportunity to tell 
and author about how a book made a difference in their own life can provide just the right encourage-
ment. Hoesch Memorial Library received a grant to host Letter About            Literature clinics and plans to 
introduce 4th-6th grade students from area schools and any homeschooled children of that age to the 
Letters About Literature nation-wide contest and letter writing techniques. Mrs. Krista Cox of Alma will be 
working with the children at two sessions (they will attend both), on Tuesday, August 28 and Thursday, 
August 30 at the Johnson Center, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Watch for more information in the Harlan 
County Journal. Information will also be sent home with students after school begins. 

HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN THE CITY PARK – CALL 308-928-2600. 
The library is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Our catalog is at http://alma.pioneer.kohalibrary.com  
 

Keri Anderson, Library Director 

PAGES FROM YOUR LIBRARY 

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY - UPDATE 

    In November of 2015, the community of Alma participated in a survey that would help direct City administration to the needs and wants of the community. In March 2016, 
South Central Economic Development District (SCEDD) hosted a townhall meeting to review the report with the community. The following paragraph will briefly describe 
what has transpired since the last newsletter.  

    In the Housing section of the survey, homeowners were asked if their houses needed repairs. If they did, would they be willing to apply for cost sharing assistance. The 
survey indicated there were 50 homeowners willing to apply for assistance and of the 50, 23 were income eligible. The City received approval in November of last year and 
applications started being accepted after a town hall meeting that was held Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at the Johnson Center. At the last council meeting, 4 applications were 
approved for Community Development Block Grant. The program is on a  “First Ready—First Served” basis.  If you are income eligible and willing to apply, please stop by the 
City office and pick up an application.  

Each newsletter we will continue to update you on the City’s progress towards these goals. 
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Contact Information 

GAS PIPELINE SAFETY 
As one of the thousands of people who live or work near pipelines, you can help keep it safe and reliable by doing the follow ing:   

A) notify us with your intention to dig       B) identify our pipelines;       C) immediately report a leak.      D) recognize a leak;       E) take appropriate 

steps if you notice a leak  

The City of Alma cares about your safety. Our employees are thoroughly trained to operate and maintain the system safely. We want you to be aware of our 

pipelines. We ask for your help in preventing accidental damage to pipelines. The City of Alma supports the Nation's Homeland Security e fforts and the City of 

Alma encourages you to immediately notify and report any suspicious persons and/or activities near the pipeline to your local  law enforcement authorities by 

calling 911. 

A) NOTIFY US WITH YOUR INTENTION TO DIG — CALL 811—”diggers hotline” We need your help in preventing pipeline emergencies. The    num-

ber one cause of pipeline leaks is damage from earth-moving and construction equipment and tools owned by parties other than the  pipeline         company. If you 

plan to dig or do any type of excavation or construction work, call Diggers Hotline at 811.  Call at least 48 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) before you 

do any of the following: Excavate, Install drain tile, Repair or rebuild roads or driveways, Grade, Blast for clearing, Blast for  clearing,   Auger, Dig postholes, In-

stall water lines, sewer lines, bore, cut or deepen ditches, septic systems, drains, tunnel, dredge, plant trees, install swi mming pools, telephone, TV or power 

cables. 

B) IDENTIFY OUR PIPELINES -HOW TO IDENTIFY WHERE THE PIPELINE IS LOCATED 

Since pipelines are buried underground, line markers are used to indicate the approximate - not exact - location of the pipeline. Line markers can be found 

where the pipeline intersects a street, highway, or railroad. However, they cannot be relied upon to indicate the exact position of the pipeline. The pipeline may 

not follow a straight course between markers, which provide no information on the depth or number of pipelines in the vicinit y. Don't try to guess the pipeline's 

location or route by the marker's placement. Call Diggers Hotline at 811. 

C) RECOGNIZE A LEAK HOW TO RECOGNIZE A PIPELINE LEAK WHEN NEAR A PIPELINE RIGHT OF WAY LOOK FOR: Fire or explosion near pipeline, a 
white cloud or fog, dying plants amid healthy ones, unusual blowing of dirt or dust, persistent bubbles in water, or pool of liquids, possibly bubbling.  

LISTEN FOR:     Hissing or roaring sound.  SMELL FOR: A pungent odor, sometimes like rotten eggs. 

D) TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IF YOU NOTICE A LEAK— WHAT TO DO? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E) IMMEDIATELY REPORT A LEAK— WHO TO CALL? 
From a distant phone, call the City of Alma (308-928-2242) or the On-Call phone if  after hours (308-920-1047) OR call 911 or your local fire, police or sher-

iff’s office.  DO NOT use a cell phone while near the suspected emergency area. 

Immediately leave the area - on foot - in an 
upwind direction. 

Avoid making contact with escaping liquids or       
vapors. 

Warn others to stay away from the area  

DO NOT drive into an area in which you 
encounter a leak or vapor cloud 

Abandon all equipment being used in the area.  DO NOT try to operate any pipeline 

valves yourself 

DO NOT light a match, start an engine or automobile, use a telephone, or switch on/off an electric light or appliance.    


