City of Alma
PO Box 468
Alma, NE 68920

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
EDDM Retail

Address Service Requested

POSTAL PATRON
ALMA NE 68920

Volume 13, Issue 1
Nov 2018 thru Jan 2019
City Office will be closed
Monday, November 12th, in
observance of Veteran’s DayThurs-Fri Nov 22 & 23rd,
Thanksgiving Holiday
Monday Noon thru Tuesday,
Dec 24th & 25th
Christmas Holiday and
Monday Noon thru Tuesday,
Dec 31st & Jan 1st
for New Year’s Day
Inside This Issue
• ICE SKATING
• Water Rates Increase
• CDBG FUNDS—OWNER OCCUPIED REHABILITATION FUNDING
• Western Sky Properties– Announcing New Housing Subdivision
• UPDATE FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR, DOUG WILSON
• This and That
• HIDE-N-SEEK GAME – TEST
YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
ALMA
• Library News
• NATURAL GAS SAFETY
• City of Alma Contact
Information

CITY OF ALMA
AT YOUR SERVICE

ICE SKATING—give your children a reason to go outside
City of Alma is excited to announce that for the FIRST TIME
(since I have lived in Alma) an area for ice skating is being planned
for this winter on South Street. When? Once the weather can
make 6 inches into solid ice and the weather forecast says it will stay
cold enough to keep it ice for the next week. How and Where? The plan is :
Darrel Westerbeck of Westerbeck Construction is going to move dirt so that
there is a flat area approximately 60’ x 100’ East of the boat docks on South Street.
Alma Fire and Rescue agreed to fill the area with water using their pumper truck until it is about 6 inches deep. While the
area is being filled, pylons will be around the area. Please stay off the ice until the pylons are removed as the ice will need
to harden for several days. Who? All ages are welcome to use the skating area but it will be at your own risk. There will
be no adult supervision provided. The City Office has an informational sheet about ice skating if you have never tried it
before. As with everything in life, there will be rules to follow but they are not difficult and are pretty much common
sense. Please stop by and pick them up!
We truly hope you take advantage of the ice skating rink and enjoy spending time outdoors! Please let your City Councilmen know if this is something you want to continue in the future. :-)
Tips for little ones. To help their feet stay warm for a little longer time period, bring their skates in the house and let the
skates warm up. Put the skates on them and carry them to the car and to the ice skating area. Their feet will stay warmer
longer. Please be patient with us as this is the City’s first time with an ice skating rink, it will be a learning experience.

CHANGE IN WATER RATES—effective October 25, 2018
On October 17, 2018, the City Council unanimously voted to change the monthly water base rate from $12.75 to
$16.50 and the 1,000 gallon consumption rate changed from $1.55 to $1.80. Administrator Wilson worked with Nebraska Rural Water Association to establish what the rate needed to be in order for the City to cover it’s expenses.

FUNDS REMAIN IN CITY’S OWNER OCCUPIED REHABILITATION PROJECT
City Encourages Residents to Apply
In 2017, the City was approved for grant funds from the Nebraska Department of Economic Development to undertake
owner occupied rehab activities on qualified homes within Alma. The purpose of the program is to help income qualified
homeowners make safety, energy efficiency and other necessary improvements to their homes.
Eligible expenses include repair or replacement of windows, doors & siding; roof repair or replacement; water heater,
furnace / AC; insulation & storm windows; repair of walls, ceilings and floors; accessibility changes for persons with disabilities; and other health and safety related items.
Interest has been strong but there are still some funds available! So if you have been thinking about picking up an application, now’s the time to do so – before the funds are obligated and spent!
If you have questions about the application process, please contact the staff of CDS Inspections & Beyond at (402) 5823580 with your specific questions. CDS Inspections & Beyond serves as the housing administrator for the program and
can assist you with the application process. The City Office does have the application forms available. Please stop in.

NEW WESTERN SKY PROPERTIES HOUSING SUBDIVISION
Most people in Alma are aware of what a great little town we have! We definitely want to
see it continue to grow and prosper. Alma could use more businesses but we also need to provide
workforce housing for their employees! In talking with anyone who has tried to move to Alma, the
common theme is there is a lack of available housing either to buy or rent. The City has been aware
of this issue for some time and has been working with Allen and Theresa Brugh, the owners of the
property just east of the Alma Municipal Golf Course. It is an ideal location!
A plat has been drawn with 20 lots for development and the lot sizes range from the largest
being 32,144 square feet to the smallest at 12,127 square feet. On October 15th, the Community
Redevelopment Authority (Chairman Mark Bennett, members: Bill Hogeland, Zach McKenzie and
Don Whitmire) approved 1) an amendment to the Redevelopment Plan to include the Western Sky
Properties Housing Subdivision Project , 2) a cost-benefit analysis and 3) the Redevelopment Agreement for this project.
The next step was for the Planning Commission to meet and either approve or deny the
Amendment to the Redevelopment Plan and make a recommendation to the City Council. A Public
Hearing was held on Tuesday, October 16th to hear any comments from the public. The Planning
Commission members Nick Simonson, Kristen Molzahn and Floyd Schippert voted unanimously to
approve the Amendment and made a recommendation to the City Council to approve the project.
On Wednesday, October 17th, the City Council held a Public Hearing and unanimously
approved the Redevelopment Plan Amendment and the Redevelopment Agreement! The plan is to
fund the cost of the infrastructure with either a 20 or 30 year bond and use Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) to make the bond payments.
The cost-benefit analysis showed that if each lot has an assessed value of $225,000, the
total TIF amount generated for the project would total over $1.2 million. The engineers estimate
the cost of the project (with gravel roads) to be $709,000 and at $970,000 with 24’ wide paved
streets, a ditch section and would not include curb and gutter. I hope you are as excited as I am!
Our hope is the citizens from the Community Needs Assessment survey, who wished to upgrade,
will be ready to build and people outside of Alma will be enticed by the great location! The next
step is for the engineers to design the infrastructure. The design stage is supposed to take anywhere from 8-12 weeks and the clock started October 18, 2018. Then the City will go out for bids. If
the bids come in as expected, the final plat will be filed and lots will go up for sale. Watch the
paper, agenda items on City Council meeting notices and the Johnson Center’s digital sign for more
information as it becomes available. If you are interested , please contact the City, 308-928-2242.

CITY OF ALMA
AT YOUR SERVICE
A LITTLE BIT OF THIS AND A LITTLE BIT OF THAT...
KEEP NEBRASKA & ALMA BEAUTIFUL
The Governor’s Council to Keep Nebraska Beautiful (KNB) is a nonprofit
501(c)3 public service organization dedicated to providing education to
all Nebraskans on our goals to ending littering, increase recycling, and
beautifying local communities. KNB was established in 1964 by Governor
Frank Morrison. Early efforts focused primarily on litter prevention and
beautification throughout the state. In 1980, Keep Nebraska Beautiful
became the third statewide affiliate of Keep America Beautiful (KAB).
A sample list of the 2017 Keep Nebraska Beautiful accomplishments include:
• 13,042,103 pounds of materials were matched in the Nebraska Materials Exchange Program saving $255,294 in waste disposal fees and
$394,708 in purchase savings for 514 participants
• 74,277 gallons of used oil was collected from 9,969 participants
through 58 Nebraska Used Oil Collection Program sites
• 62,642 lbs. of latex paint and 14,830 lbs. of other materials were
collected through 3 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program
sites
• 553 students, staff, and other volunteers collected 141 bags of litter
in 39 cleanups and 176,912 students and staff collected 1,341,119
pounds of recyclable materials through the Litter Free School Zones
Program
The City of Alma is a member of Keep Nebraska Beautiful and participates in the Used Oil Collection Program and the Hazardous Waste Collection Program. The Used Oil Collection is held on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month and the Hazardous Waste Collection is held the 1st
and 3rd Saturday of April, June, and September. The collection site is
located north of the CHS service station on highway 183.
For more information on the Keep Nebraska Beautiful programs go to
www.knb.org

Alma Hide-N-Seek Game
Are you ready to test your knowledge skills of Alma, Nebraska again? The City of Alma
has hidden, in plain sight, 10 things that many people do not know about Alma. Play our
little “Alma Hide-N-Seek” game for a chance to win a $50.00 credit on your Alma utility
bill. You will need to answer 10 simple questions. The answers can all be found either at
the physical area the question concerns or on ALMACITY.COM. The “Alma Hide-N-Seek”
game will be posted on the official City website ALMACITY.com on August 13, 2018 at
9:00 AM and found in the City of Alma Newsletter.
Rules and guidelines:
1: Open to residential customers of the City of Alma only.
2: Must be connected to City of Alma utility services.
3: Commercial accounts are not eligible.
4: City of Alma employees and/or immediate family are not eligible.
5: Form must be filled out completely and returned to the Alma City Hall, either by hard
copy, or email to cityadm@almacity.com
6: Entry forms will be available at ALMACITY.com or at City Hall.
7: Contest begins November 2, 2018.
8: Winning entry will be drawn from all correctly answered eligible entries received
by November 15, 2018.
9: Drawing will be held on or about November 16, 2018.
10: One winning eligible entry will receive a $50.00 credit on their City of Alma Utility
bill.
11: All decisions are final.
Any selfies of the entrant, taken at one of the sites that has a question tied to it, will be
posted on ALMACITY.com Please send all selfies to cityadm@almacity.com
Account number __________________ Contact number ______________________
Contact name: ________________________________________
1: How many street lights are north of the railroad tracks on US Highway 183?
A: 4
B: 5
C: 6
D: None
2: As you drive in the City of Alma you will travel on Avenues, Drives, and Streets. How
many Avenues are in Alma?
A: ___________
3: The City of Alma utilizes an Alert System by Code Red to notify people of important
information. Will we alert you on weather alerts with the Code Red system?
A: Yes

B: No

4: The City of Alma’s solid waste pickup service asks you to please remember to recycle.
How many recycling trailers are normally located at the South Street location?
A: __________
5: The City of Alma’s new website, almacity.com, shows “Our Local Weather”, for today
and what other day(s)?
A: Just today
B: Yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
C: Yesterday and today.
D: Today, tomorrow, and the next day.
6: The Alma City Council meets ______ , during the fall and winter months.
A: Every other Monday
B: Every other Wednesday
C: The 1st and 3rd Monday of every month.

Couple things to note this time of year:
KNOW
1)Never
place hot or cold ashes, cinders, coals, or other burning
WHAT’S
BELOW. CALL into your trash container nor yard waste such as grass
materials
BEFORE
clippings,
leaves, branches or garden materials. Remember to
YOU DIG!
RECYCLE.
Recycle trailers are located on South Street and one
DIAL 811
cardboard recycling trailer is at KJ’s Diner. Acceptable items are:
cardboard, newsprint, milk jugs (rinsed with cap and ring removed),
aluminum, tin and #1 and #2 plastics. Plastic shopping bags are
NOT recyclable.
2)Please remember to clear snow off sidewalks in residential areas
within 24 hours after the snow storm stops. All sidewalks within the
business district shall be cleared within 5 hours unless the storm
took place during the night, in which case the sidewalk shall be
cleared before 9:00 a.m. the following day.
The City of Alma has a Fair Housing Ordinance that is designed to prohibit discrimination in housing. It Is the declared policy of the City of Alma that all persons
shall have an equal opportunity for housing, regardless of sex, race, color,
handicap, religion, national origin, sex or marital status of the person
maintaining a household, lawful source of income, age or ancestry. The
ordinance is deemed an exercise of the police powers of the City for the

D: The 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month.
7: The City of Alma Water Department has its own information page on the City of
Alma’s new website, almacity.com, listed under which tab?
A: Community

B: Government

C: Residents

D: Business

E: Visitors

8: Where are the City of Alma’s “Notice of a Regular Meeting, City of Alma, Nebraska”
posted? ____________________
A: Hogeland’s Market, US Post Office, & Short Stop
B: US Post Office, Trustworthy Hardware, & Hogeland’s Market
C: US Post Office, City Office, Hogeland’s Market, & Trustworthy Hardware
D: US Post Office, Hoesch Memorial Library, City Office, & Hogeland’s Market
9: The Alma City of Alma’s new website, almacity.com, has a way for you to report a City
related problem?
A: No

B: Yes

10: Driving on Division Street there are _____ Stop Signs?
A: One

B: Two

C: Three

D: Four

CITY OF ALMA
PAGE FROM YOUR LIBRARY
FALL-ING FOR FUN AT THE LIBRARY
The Harlan County Extension is presenting some programs to encourage youth to choose healthy lifestyles, by providing educational activities focusing on nutrition and fitness.
These are for children in the first through fifth grades. In October, the program was on My Plate – the current nutritional guidelines using a divided
plate and glass depicting the five food groups. The November 6 th session is Fruit and Veggie Taste Testing at 4 – 5 p.m. at the library. The December
th
4 session is on Go, Slow, and Whoa Foods will be held from 4 – 5 p.m. in the courthouse meeting room. Please call the library (308)928-2600 or Extension Office (308)
928-2119 if your child is interested in attending these sessions. Also, watch for posters around town about other programs and events, such as Legos, Preschool Legos,
and Movies in the Library, that we will be holding.

FRIENDS RAFFLE HELD
Thanks to the creativity and generosity of Sandi Hoard, a member of the Friends of Hoesch Memorial Library, this cute floral jack-o-lantern decoration was raffled off to benefit the Friends for use towards improvements of the library when needed. Of those purchasing raffle tickets, Emma Tams was
drawn to win this cute Halloween decoration. She claimed her prize mid-October and will enjoy sharing this cute arrangement with family and friends.

PHASE 3 OF NEW CARPETING IS (FINALLY) COMING!
HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 1 TO DECEMBER 7
You remember that we were closed nearly a week in May when we received the first phase of new carpeting laid in the work area and computer area.
Then we were closed a week in August while the second phase of new carpeting was replaced in the middle of the library. Now we are planning to get the
LAST PHASE of carpet installed. The library will be closed all day on Saturday, December 1 to box up books in the adult non-fiction and young adult and
children’s sections. We would APPRECIATE ANY AND ALL HELP we can get with this daunting task, so call and let us know if you will be able to help. The
more hands helping, the quicker the job will get done.
On Monday, December 3, we will be recruiting strong, able-bodied friends to help us move the shelving and furniture. Of course, we will also need people
to help move furnishings back and re-shelve books on Wednesday, December 5 and hopefully move furnishings out of the meeting room. And last, with some HELP, we
plan to move furnishings back into the meeting room on Friday, December 7, so we can open again on Saturday, December 8.
Even the Caterpillar in the children’s area is smiling, thinking of the completion of this carpeting project. Thanks to the Friends of the Library for purchasing the carpet
and making this project a success!
HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN THE CITY PARK – CALL 308-928-2600.
The library is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Our catalog is at http://alma.pioneer.kohalibrary.com
Keri Anderson, Library Director

ADMINISTRATOR WILSON UPDATE
STREETLIGHTS:
After many delays and setbacks, the street lights should be up and working by the time you read this. As I have mentioned before, this has been a
cooperative effort between the Nebraska Department of Transportation, NPPD, and the City of Alma. The City would like to thank them for their help and
cooperation. The City feels these street lights will brighten the area coming into Alma and make it more welcoming.

SPEED BUGGY:
Our flashing speed limit traffic sign, “speed buggy” has been out and in use since August. It does appear to get driver’s attention and slow down. We do
encourage all drivers to obey all traffic laws.

SIDEWALKS:
When we did the Community Needs Survey, sidewalks were an issue with many people. People felt we needed sidewalks repaired and/or replaced and a
better network of sidewalks around the City. We have been over all the sidewalks and noted the condition of them. Many sidewalks have what is called
“trip hazards”, which is basically where the sidewalk has raised from its original position making it possible to catch your toe or make if hard for a wheelchair
or walker to navigate. We have been in contact with a company that will come in the Spring of 2019 and do a type of grading of a section of the City. They
will make a detailed list of the sidewalks in that area and make suggestions as to if the sidewalks are fine as they are, need repairs, or if they need replaced.
This company is also capable of grinding off ”trip hazards” as mentioned above, which is much less expensive that replacing a sidewalk. Please keep in mind
that the City of Alma offers a cost share program on new sidewalks, replacing sidewalks, and removing the trip hazards. Please contact the City office for
details as this program can cut your sidewalks costs in half.
Speaking of sidewalks, winter is soon to be here along with snow and ice. Remember to keep your sidewalks clear of snow and ice as you do not want
someone getting hurt from a fall. Also, please do not block sidewalks when parking in your driveway. People have the right of way when crossing a street
and on a sidewalk and should not have to walk around your vehicle.

ALMACITY.COM website
We have been working on a new website and it is up and going. There is a lot of information on it and is arranged a little different than the prior website.
Please check the website out at www.almacity.com and let us know what you think and what you would like to see on it.

PARKING:
As we all know winter is getting close. With winter comes the snow and the City crew clearing the streets. We have been sending out some reminders to
residents concerning parking on the wrong side of the street. Please remember that you must park on the east side of all north/south streets and on the
south side of all east/west streets. This make traffic flow smoother and with the coming snow, snow removal easier. Please read the City Ordinance below.

SCHEDULE III. RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT REGULATION.
No motor vehicle shall be parked or shall stand on any north-south street or avenue of the Residential District, except along, parallel to and within six inches
of the east curb of such streets and avenues.
No motor vehicle shall be parked or stand on any east-west street except along, parallel to and within six inches of the south curb of such street.
No motor vehicle shall be parked or stand on any street within the city limits for longer than 48 hours continuously.
No unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked or stand on any street or other public property within the city limits.
(1993 Code, § 5-503) Penalty, see § 73.99

ALMA RV PARK:
The camping season at the Alma RV Park has come to an end. Patterson Harbor and Marina managed the park this past season and did a great job with the
help of Ron and Janice Boston. We have already started doing some upgrades for next year. We are in the process of installing electrical boxes and rocking
the area where boats are normally parked. The electrical boxes will allow boaters to keep their trolling motors charged and ready to go. The rock will eliminate the need to move the boats to mow under them. The annual lottery drawing for RV spots is scheduled for November 7th at 2:00 PM.

CITY AUDITORIUM:
The Auditorium Stage has received an electrical upgrade. The building is very old and didn’t have electrical plugs on stage and very few elsewhere. If someone needed to plug something in on the stage, they had to run cords across the stage and down the front to electrical plugs. This did create a tripping hazard for those walking across the stage. Electrical plugs have been installed along the wall at the back of the stage. This should keep those cords out of the
way.

SEVENTH STREET WEST OF HIGHWAY 183:
You may have noticed activity on Seventh Street west of Highway 183 a few weeks back. Historically we have had issues with the north ditch on Seventh
Street as it has filled in with dirt and gravel over the years. Whenever a big rain came, Seventh Street would flood as there was not a good way for the water
to drain out of that area. We recently cleaned out the ditch to the City limits going west and the Harlan County Road Department installed a culvert to help
the water get under a driveway west of the City. This has helped our drainage problem immensely and we are researching other improvements as well. We
thank the Alma Livestock Commission for letting us park equipment and pile dirt on their property during the work.

CITY OF ALMA
GAS PIPELINE SAFETY
As one of the thousands of people who live or work near pipelines, you can help keep it safe and reliable by doing the follow ing:
A) notify us with your intention to dig

B) identify our pipelines;

C) immediately report a leak.

B) D) recognize a leak;

E) take appropriate steps if you notice a leak

The City of Alma cares about your safety. Our employees are thoroughly trained to operate and maintain the system safely. We want you to be aware of our pipelines. We ask for your help in preventing accidental damage to pipelines. The City of Alma supports the Nation's Homeland Security e fforts and the City of Alma
encourages you to immediately notify and report any suspicious persons and/or activities near the pipeline to your local law enforcement authorities by calling
911.

A) NOTIFY US WITH YOUR INTENTION TO DIG — CALL 811—”diggers hotline” We need your help in preventing pipeline emergencies. The number
one cause of pipeline leaks is damage from earth-moving and construction equipment and tools owned by parties other than the pipeline company. If you plan to
dig or do any type of excavation or construction work, call Diggers Hotline at 811. Call at least 48 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) before you do any of
the following: Excavate, Install drain tile, Repair or rebuild roads or driveways, Grade, Blast for clearing, Blast for clearing, Auger, Dig postholes, Install water
lines, sewer lines, bore, cut or deepen ditches, septic systems, drains, tunnel, dredge, plant trees, install swimming pools, telephone, TV or power cables.

B) IDENTIFY OUR PIPELINES -HOW TO IDENTIFY WHERE THE PIPELINE IS LOCATED
Since pipelines are buried underground, line markers are used to indicate the approximate - not exact - location of the pipeline. Line markers can be found where
the pipeline intersects a street, highway, or railroad. However, they cannot be relied upon to indicate the exact position of the pipeline. The pipeline may not follow a straight course between markers, which provide no information on the depth or number of pipelines in the vicinity. Don' t try to guess the pipeline's location or route by the marker's placement. Call Diggers Hotline at 811.

C) RECOGNIZE A LEAK HOW TO RECOGNIZE A PIPELINE LEAK WHEN NEAR A PIPELINE RIGHT OF WAY: 1) LOOK FOR: Fire or explosion near pipeline, a
white cloud or fog, dying plants amid healthy ones, unusual blowing of dirt or dust, persistent bubbles in water, or pool of liquids, possibly bubbling. 2) LISTEN
FOR: Hissing or roaring sound. 3) SMELL FOR: A pungent odor, sometimes like rotten eggs.

D) TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IF YOU NOTICE A LEAK— WHAT TO DO?
Immediately leave the area - on foot - in an upwind direc-

Avoid making contact with escaping liquids or vapors.

DO NOT drive into an area in which you encounter a

Abandon all equipment being used in the area.

Warn others to stay away from the area
DO NOT try to operate any pipeline valves
yourself

DO NOT light a match, start an engine or automobile, use a telephone, or switch on/off an electric light or appliance.

E) IMMEDIATELY REPORT A LEAK— WHO TO CALL?
From a distant phone, call the City of Alma (308-928-2242) or the On-Call phone if after hours (308-920-1047) OR call 911 or your local fire, police or sheriff’s
office. DO NOT use a cell phone while near the suspected emergency area.

NEED A CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA?? PURCHASE A GOLF GIFT CERTIFICATE WHICH MAY BE USED TOWARDS A MEMBERSHIP, GREENS FEES, CART
RENTAL, OR DRINKS/SNACKS AT THE CLUB HOUSE.

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY - UPDATE
In November of 2015, the community of Alma participated in a survey that would help direct City administration to the needs and wants of the community. The following
paragraph will briefly describe what has transpired since the last newsletter.
In the City section of the survey, citizens were asked about street paving and 71% said it was probably or definitely needed. The City hires a Certified Street Supervisor. He
and his staff put together a one & six year plan, working with the City’s Street Supervisor, Travis Dunse. The Plan is available on the city’s website. Currently the City is paying
on two bonds for past street improvements 1) a 15-year bond in the amount of $510,000 for South Street. The last payment is due in 2027 and 2) a 10-year refunding bond
for Brown Street in the amount of $160,000 and it will be paid off in 2027. The City continues to replace curb and gutter through out town. This year north Lincoln Street and
the RV Park drive were armor coated for the first time.
Each newsletter we will continue to update you on the City’s progress towards these goals.

City of Alma
Visit our NEW website
Still online at:
www.almacity.com
City Hall Hours
Mon-Wed-Fri
9am-4pm
Tues & Thurs
9am-3pm
Fall Compost Site Hours
Wednesday: 2-4 p.m.
Saturday: 1-4 p.m.
Compost Attendant:
Dan Glines
Library Hours
Tues-Wed-Thurs
10am-8pm
Fri-Sat 10am-5pm
Sun & Mon - Closed
Pool
Closed for the Season
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